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to&ous. The nautch troupe consists of two or
more women who dance and sing to an accom-
paniment played by the men on the tomtom,
flute, and a kind of fiddle. The dancers have
their ankles covered with heavy bangles, so that
it must be very tiring work. In intervals of the
dance they chant a monotonous song, clapping
their hands the whole time, and generally have a
large piece of betel-nut in their mouths. On
this particular evening the performance began
with a Mussulman troupe, followed by another
one of Hindoos, but the dances were all much
alike, and we soon had enough of them.

We were introduced to another native gentle-
man, Mahomet Ali Beg, now Assur Jung, secre-
tary of the Nizam, and famous through India as
one of the best riders and sportsmen of the whole
empire/ He was to conduct the cheetah-hunt in
the morning.

Next day we left the Residency at seven o'clock
in three carriages for our hunting expedition.
Besides Paget and myself, our party was made